
Many of today’s most pressing challenges do not stop at international borders. 
Multiple factors across the globe influence these issues which include 
climate change, water scarcity and poverty. In turn these global problems 
have impacts across regions and continents. Finding long-lasting solutions 
to these challenges requires scientific expertise free from national interests.

Multinational Impact
Since its founding in 1972, IIASA’s multinational research 
has had a significant impact on improving people’s lives. 
One historical and one recent example are shown here.
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Cleaning Europe’s Air IIASA’s research underpins the 
Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. This international 
environmental treaty between 33 countries has slashed air pollution, 
including sulfur dioxide, in Europe.

Setting Sustainable Energy Targets 
IIASA’s Global Energy Assessment identified 
the three targets for the UN Secretary-General’s 
Sustainable Energy For All Initiative:

(1) Ensure universal access to modern energy services.

(2) Double the global rate of improvements 
in energy efficiency.

(3) Double the share of renewable energy 
in the global energy mix.

Multinational Funding
Most of IIASA’s funding comes from its National Member Organizations in 22 countries in Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and 
Oceania (dark blue on map). Additional funding comes from contracts and grants. Between 2006 and 2014, IIASA’s research was 
awarded grants that amounted to €69 million. This was part of a total funding portfolio of €329 million of the external projects in 
which IIASA was and is involved. These diverse income sources enable IIASA to perform research that is truly independent.

M
eg

at
on

s 
SO

2

60

40

20

0

• SO2 reduction due to changes in energy structure

• SO2 reduction due to changes in energy technology

• SO2 removed through add-on technologies

• Actual SO2 emissions
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Young International Scientists
Through its Young Scientists Summer Program (YSSP) and Postdoctoral Programs IIASA equips the next generation of system 
analysts with international research experience. Since 1977 1,773 young scientists from 84 countries have participated in the YSSP.

Multinational Teams
By building international and interdisciplinary teams of researchers, IIASA brings multiple voices into the research making process 
and delivers research findings that are built on consensus across many different views. As an example of IIASA’s international 
collaborations, this map shows the 74 countries where authors have collaborated with IIASA to publish peer-reviewed 
journal articles (Source: Web of Science). In 2013, 300 researchers from 49 countries worked at IIASA, 1400 collaborators 
visited IIASA, and about 25% of IIASA alumni were actively involved in the Institute. Together, they made up a global 
research network of around 2500 scholars and almost 300 partner institutions in over 65 countries.


