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Context 
Efforts to curb human-induced climate change and strategies to halt and reverse the loss of 
biodiversity give rise to synergies, but also major trade-offs. For example, halting tropical 
deforestation is a major component of stabilizing the world’s climate well below 2°C and also critical 
for protecting key biomes. On the other hand, some consider the increased use of bioenergy to 
decarbonize energy systems, as projected by most decarbonization pathways, to be unsustainable 
from a biodiversity and likely food security perspective. While many scientists and policymakers have 
raised concern over such trade-offs, much of the scientific discourse and the policy discussion under 
the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) do not adequately address these.  
 
The upcoming IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C will bring these trade-offs to light. 
Mitigation scenarios discussed in the report will likely include a large expansion of bioenergy, some 
equipped with carbon capture and storage (BECCS), as well as large net-negative emissions in the 
second half of the century to compensate for an overshoot of atmospheric greenhouse gas 
concentrations by mid-century. In addition to facing opposition from some industry sectors and 
governments to highly aggressive emission reduction trajectories, the report therefore also risks being 
criticized for considering mitigation strategies that may undermine the Aichi Biodiversity targets as 
well as Sustainable Development Goals 14 and 15 on marine and terrestrial ecosystems.  
 
Disagreements among scientists and policymakers on how to meet the objectives of the Paris 
Agreement risk further complicating negotiations under the UNFCCC to prepare for the 2018 stock-
taking and the 2020 review. They may also cast a shadow over the preparations for the 15th Meeting 
of the Conference of Parties (COP15) to the CBD, which will be hosted in 2020 by China. Last but not 
least, disagreement among scientists as well as policymakers committed to the multilateral 
frameworks for curbing climate change and protecting biodiversity will play into the hands of those 
wishing to undermine such multilateral approaches or delaying serious efforts to tackle the climate 
and biodiversity challenges.  
 
But there is now the opportunity for developing shared narratives and objectives that deliver mutual 
benefits and outcomes.  
 
The second half of 2018 will set the long-term direction for implementing both the climate and 
biodiversity conventions. It is therefore crucial and urgent to agree on a shared diagnosis, to develop 
a shared understanding of how the competing needs of biodiversity protection and climate mitigation 
can be reconciled, and to forge a coordinated implementation of the Rio Conventions as well as 
Agenda 2030. Contributing to the Political Symposium of the European Forum Alpbach, the 2018 
Alpbach-Laxenburg Group retreat provides a timely opportunity to convene a small group of key 
players in order to explore a shared and ambitious way forward. 
 
 
 
Objectives 



 
   
The Alpbach-Laxenburg Group, established jointly by the European Forum Alpbach and the 
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) proposes in cooperation with the 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) to mobilize a small group of leading policymakers, 
scientists, business leaders, and representatives of civil society for a strategic dialogue on reconciling 
climate action and efforts to protect biodiversity. This dialogue will work towards two key objectives:  
 

1. Framing a shared narrative integrating action on biodiversity and climate, and the 
synergies with other Sustainable Development Goals  

The science, policy, and business communities working on food systems, climate action, biodiversity, 
water, and other dimensions of land-use are poorly integrated and lack a shared framing of the 
integrated challenges. As a result, precious time and attention is lost by advocating for the importance 
of one particular dimension instead of developing shared pathways and strategies to achieve 
sustainable land-use and food systems. The strategic dialogue will consider proposals for an integrated 
narrative that are under development by The World in 2050 initiative (TWI2050)1, the FABLE 
Consortium2, and the Food and Land-Use Coalition (FOLU)3. Participants will also discuss the key 
knowledge gaps and practical opportunities to fill them quickly in time for the major milestones 
expected in 2020. 
 

2. Identifying instruments for integrated policy action on climate and biodiversity 
Despite the need for integrated strategies, Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and long-term 
Low-Emission Development Strategies under the UNFCCC and National Biodiversity Strategy Action 
Plans (NBSAPs) under the CBD are not coordinated. They rarely foster policy coherence at the national 
level and often fail to influence the work of central coordinating ministries, such as those responsible 
for finance and planning. Actions to halt the loss of biodiversity are particularly dependent on whole-
of-government approaches working with key industries, but today’s NBSAPs do not meet this need 
and tend to be vastly under-resourced. The Alpbach high-level strategic dialogue will consider options 
for integrating biodiversity considerations into national climate strategies, including long-term low-
emission development strategies, as well as business dialogues. 
 
Outcomes 
The immediate outcome of the retreat will be an open letter addressing the opportunities embedded 
in a better integration of the climate and biodiversity conventions and related implementation actions. 
This statement will be distributed at the concluding plenary of the 2018 Alpbach Political Symposium 
and be complemented by a press release.  
 
In particular, the outcomes will further inform a white paper to be furnished to the UNFCCC and CBD 
processes. This recognizes that the upcoming IPCC report on 1.5 °C and the forthcoming meetings of 
the UNFCCC COP 24 as well as the process leading to the COP15 of the CBD 2020 in China represent 
an outstanding opportunity to raise the profile for joined narratives and integrated climate and 
biodiversity objectives.  

                                                           
1 The World in 2050 (TWI2050): 
http://www.iiasa.ac.at/web/home/research/twi/TWI2050.html 
2 FABLE Consortium: 
http://www.iiasa.ac.at/web/home/research/researchPrograms/EcosystemsServicesandManagement/event/170403-
fable.html ; http://unsdsn.org/news/2017/05/03/the-food-agriculture-biodiversity-land-and-energy-project-pathways-for-
sustainable-land-use/ 
3 FOLU: 
https://www.systemiq.earth/folu/ 
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