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In this side event we will explore megatrend projections for future forests, how 
forest governance models respond to these challenges and what pathways to 
sustainability they envisage, and how forest stakeholder can engage in forest 
transition processes.
 
The Swedish interdisciplinary research programme Future Forests is hosting the 
event. Panelists of the global forest sector will discuss how an interdisciplinary 
framework can be used to address multiple challenges for the future of our forests.

Contact: Annika Mossing, annika.mossing@slu.se
Head of Communications at Future Forests. 



T he future of our forests is linked to demo-
graphic and social change, shifting eco-
nomic power, and an increase in energy 

consumption. Natural resources including forests 
will face growing demands. Climate change will 
also have large impact on forests, but forests 
may at the same time hold solutions to mitigate 
climate change while replacing fossil energy. 

Our side event starts with short presentations 
where the following questions are addressed:

• How will megatrends influence forests?  
Future Forests in collaboration with IIASA have 
explored future climate scenarios and societal 
trends to display possible effects on forests. 

• What do people want for the future  
of forests? 
Future Forests have used participatory back- 
casting to identify desired forest futures of key 
actor groups, displaying current and potential 
future conflicts. 

• What are the pathways to a sustainable 
forest future?  
Future Forests in cooperation with leading forest 
governance scientists from Australia, Canada, 
Finland, New Zealand, Germany and Brazil have 
assessed how forest governance models con-
ceptualize and respond to current sustainability 
challenges.

After the presentations, invited guests in a 
panel will have a discussion on how to engage 
stakeholders at different levels in forest transition 
processes in different parts of the world and 
future forests governance models to address the 
challenges described. 
 
Subtheme:  
Improving governance by building capacity.

PAN EL

H.E. Ms. Elisabeth Backteman, State Secretary to 
the Minister for Rural Affairs, Ministry of Enterprise 
and Innovation of Sweden

Prof. Jerry Vanclay, Director, Forest Research 
Centre Dean of Science, Southern Cross University, 
Australia. Chair, IUFRO World Congress 2019 Sci-
entific Committee. Coordinator, IUFRO Task Force 
on Foresight in Forest Sector Planning. Deputy 
Coordinator, IUFRO Division 4 “Forest Assessment, 
Modelling and Management”

Bernard de Galembert, Innovation and Bioeco-
nomy Director at CEPI (Confederation of European 
Paper Industries), Brussels

Dr. Yemi Katerere, Director for Change, WWF Africa 
Programme.

The Swedish interdisciplinary research programme Future Forests was set up in 2009. The objective is 
to identify scientifically-based strategies that can optimize benefits from the forest for the sustainable 
society of the future. Another ambition of the programme is to establish a collaborative hub between 
academia and society. It aims to serve as an arena for dialogue between researchers and the many stake-
holders on the subject of future forests. Around 40 researchers are currently engaged in Future Forests.

Future Forests is jointly initiated by the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), Umeå 
University and the Forestry Research Institute of Sweden.

Future Forests


