Call for Papers

 ‘Dealing with deadlocks: managing negotiation meltdowns’ 
18 – 19 June 2010, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Laxenburg (near Vienna), Austria
The international community is in a regulatory crisis on several fronts in the face of global economic instability, environmental change and the management of social problems that are the direct consequence of these. 

Differences exist over objectives, appropriate methodologies, the distribution of costs, roles and responsibilities, degrees of state and international intervention, and the structure and composition of bodies established to negotiate on such matters. The issues are clearly international, states cannot go it alone on matters of a global economy, a shared environment, or humanitarian crises arising from changing economic, climatic or political changes. 

The problems have been recognized. The international community has met regularly in numerous forums to respond to them. But progress has been difficult punctuated with breakdowns in talks at critical junctures. On the economic front international forums are struggling with issues of regulation, international trade and protectionism, the structure of international bodies such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. On the environmental front cutbacks in emissions, global warming and climate change impact nations differently, and changing conditions are having a powerful effect on population migration, access to food and water, health and the provision of health services within and across nations. At a political level, the stability of social accords in developed nations and the struggle to achieve stability in many developing nations is at risk. The pressures induced by responses to economic, environmental and social problems are inescapable. 

Breakdowns occur for many reasons: problems with the supply, accuracy and use of information; insufficient preparatory work; poorly assembled bargaining tables; poor problem definition; poor understanding of the stakes involved across the spread of interests represented around a table and of those not at a table; inappropriate trade-offs; blocking to achieve leverage on issues at other bargaining tables; incapacity to deliver on the part of some parties…

PIN is calling for papers with a focus on breakdowns in negotiation over economic and environmental crises, and threats to political systems (international and national) as a consequence of these. Papers should concentrate primarily either on an analysis of the regime meltdown, on the nature of negotiation deadlocks, or on strategies for overcoming them. 
This is a call for proposals to be sent to Ariel Macaspac, Program Administrator, PIN Program, IIASA: macaspac@iiasa.ac.at by 20 February 2010. Accepted proposals will be notified immediately and draft papers are due on 15 May 2010. The papers will be presented at a conference at IIASA on 18 - 19 June 2010 and papers revised for publication will be due on 1 October 2010.
